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ABOUT SOROPTIMIST

® Soroptimistis an international organization for
business and professional women who work to
improve the lives of women and girls, in local
communities and throughout the world. AlImost
95,000 Soroptimists in about 125 countries and
territories contribute time and financial support to
community—based and international projects that
benefit women and girls. The name, Soroptimist,
means “best for women,” and that’s what the
organization strives to achieve. Soroptimists are
women at their best, working to help other women
to be their best.

® Our region structure includes 108 clubs, over 3600
members, and services five states in the Pacific
Northwest: Washington, Oregon, Montana, Alaska,
and Northern Idaho.

® The Region’s Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking
(NWCAT) has been selected as the 93 Region
Conference Service Project. Human Trafficking will be
among the areas of education and focus at the
conference.
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ABOUT OUR CONFERENCE

The public is invited to meet Soroptimist Club members from
Washington, Oregon, Montana, Alaska and Northern Idaho and learn
more about our efforts to improve the lives of women and girls during
the Northwestern Region Conference in Vancouver, Washington

April 29 - May 1. We will be gathering at the beautiful Vancouver Hilton
for an outstanding weekend of information and inspiration that will
provide all attending with a greater understanding of our mission of
improving the lives of women and girls, and a broad assortment of
resources to draw upon as you return to your community.

“All You Need is Love”......That’s the theme for this year’s Conference, and
the weekend will be filled with music, messages, and lessons from the
Beatles. In 1967 the Beatles were asked to come up with a song
containing a simple message to be understood by all nationalities. What
resulted was an inspired song that cannot be misinterpreted. Itis a clear
message saying that love is everything. Throughout the weekend we’ll be
hearing how Soroptimists are spreading their song throughout the
Northwest and how they are raising their voices for all to hear the
message of love for the women and girls they serve.

Join us in our weekend of “Beatlemania” as we hear from our keynote
speaker Bill Stainton and we learn about “The 5 Best Decisions The
Beatles Ever Made” — and how each of us can apply them to achieve
“Top of the Charts” success in our lives and in our clubs. Journey with
author, survivor and activist Dawn Schiller as she recounts her “Road
Through Wonderland”, and inspires us with her new cause that helps to
rescue “throwaway teens." Get a better understanding of the
international scope of our organization and the goals of our Federation
Board as we meet our Federation Visitor, Linabelle Villarica from the
Philippines. And take part in workshops that will focus on providing you
with both personal as well as professional development.

We will have some special fundraising for our Region project, the
Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking, as our current efforts are focusing
on raising funds that we hope will ultimately support a shelter in the

Portland area for young girls who are sex trafficking victims. Allvn“
Sue Riney
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DAWN
SCHILLER

Dawn Schiller was fifteen years old in
1976, when she met thirty-two-year-old
porn star John Holmes. Holmes courted
Dawn, had sex with her, and manipulated
her with drugs and alcohol. Holmes
physically and emotionally abused Dawn
for several years. After the famed
Wonderland murders in 1981, they fled
to Florida, where she ultimately broke
free and turned him over to the police.

Dawn eventually relocated to northern
California and finally to the Pacific
Northwest, where she now lives with her
daughter. In addition to being a devoted
mother, Dawn has worked as an associate
producer and consultant on the movie
Wonderland(she was portrayed by
actress Kate Bosworth; John Holmes was
played by Val Kilmer).

She works full time at a university in the

arts and science department, isonthe
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sexual harassment policy,andisa . =
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on the Status of Women (PCSW).


http://www.theroadthroughwonderland.com/index.html

The 5 Best Decisions the Beatles Ever Made:
A Handbook for o0Top of the Chart s

BILL
STAINTON

Bill Stainton is a multiple Emmy Award-
winning TV producer, writer, and
performer; an author; a business
humorist; and an internationally-
recognized Beatles expert. He blends the
business smarts he learned from twenty
years in corporate management with the
show biz sparks he gleaned from working
with people like Jerry Seinfeld, Ellen
DeGeneres and Jay Lenoto create
entertaining and enlightenin
presentations enjoyed by audiences
around the world!

From Maine to Malaysia, Bill is
committed to helping his audiences
achieve their highest potential? while
maintaining a sense of fun along the way!
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Representative, 4th District of Bulacan

LINABELLE
VILLARICA,

SIA FEDERATION VISITOR

Linabelle has been a Soroptimist for 18
years, and is a member of Soroptimist
International of Meycauayan. She rose
from the ranks to become Soroptimist
International of the Philippines Region
(SIPR) Governor for biennium 2006-2008
and is currently serving as a SIA
Federation Director for 2009-2011.

This past year she was elected to the
Philippine Congress, and the Hon.
Linabelle Ruth Ramos Villarica,
Representative of the 4™ District of
Bulacan.

Hon. Villarica is a member of the
following House Committees:
Appropriations; Banks and Financial
Intermediaries, where she is Vice-Chair
on the Sub-committee on Non-bank
Financial Institutions; Foreign Affairs;
Health; Higher and Technical Education,
where she is Vice-Chair on the Sub-
committee on Private and Higher
Education; Labor and Employment;
Trade and Industry; Ways and Means;
and Women and Gender Equality. She is
also Co-Treasurer for the Central Luzon
Bloc, and Vice-President for Luzon of the
Association of Lady Legislators.
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“SOROPTIMIST AWARD PROGRAMS™
OVER $45,000 WILL BE PRESENTED!

Soroptimist's mission is to improve the lives of women and girl

in local communities and throughout the world.
71T AT80 1 pbi O&Asvibddn will be Adddked!
Violet Richardson Award z 5 high school girls will be honored!
Ruby Award z 1 woman Making a Difference for Women & Girls will be honored!
Fellowship Award z 1 outstanding woman will be honored for striving for higher education!

SOROPTIMIST

Best for Women




Named for the president of the first Soroptimist club, the Soroptimist Violet Richardson Award honc
girls who are making a difference through volunteer service.

Ariana N. Piscitelli $2,000
Federation Funded Honoree
Nominated by:
S| of Chehalem Valley Oregon

VIOLET
RICHARDSON
AWARD
HONOREE

Ariana has many areas where she lends

her volunteer efforts: fundraising for
Aicardi Syndrome, volunteering at two
assisted living facilities, organizing
donations to local animal shelters, as well
as a horse rescue. She also held a self
AAEAT OA AT ETEA AO A

Closestto! O E AHeakt@&r®her efforts to
benefit Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.
Thewomenin! O E AfanAlgh@ve been
greatly affected by breast cancer. Her
mother and grandmother are both breast
cancer survivors.

Ariana put together a 31-member team

for the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.

The team was appropriately named
O4AAl (1 DPA8S 3EA OA
to be donated towards breast cancer
research. She continues her efforts by
handing out self exam shower hangers to

local women in her community.



The Women's Opportunity Awards program is Soroptimist's major women's education project.
Through the program, clubs in 19 countries and territories assist women who provide the primary
source of financial support for their families by giving them the resources they need to improve

their education, skills, and employment prospects

WOMEN’S
OPPORTUNITY
AWARD
HONOREE

A1 U0 AAOAAO ci Al |
Lutheran University to obtain a four-year
Bachelor of Science degree program in
Chemistry. She anticipates that she will
graduate in May of 2012. Her ultimate

goal is a PhD in Chemistry.

Ultimately, she would like to be a good

role model for her children and show

OEAI OEAO EO80O bPi OOE.
dreams no matter what you may have to
overcome. Sally is a single mom with two
children, Gabriel and Joshua.

Sally endured mental abuse from her
husband but he particularly took his
anger out on their son Gabriel. She felt
she had no rights in her family or her life.
Somehow, she left him and started
school. Later that same month, she lost
her Dad. Then she had no family support.

By returning to school at PLU, she found

a sense of happiness and renewed

strength. She joined a new organization

AO OAEITTIT AAITTAA O O
movement to turn our culture into one

that will not tolerate violence. With help
Sa”y Osborn and support from her counselors,

Womenos Opportu rgrc_ilfesttorwdfrimw@a,,fa@the
Federation Funded $5,000 Honoree =~

Nominated by S| of Tacoma




The Soroptimist Ruby Award: For Women Helping Women acknowledges women who are working to
improve the lives of women and girls through their personal or professional activities.
Their efforts help to promote the issues that are important to the Soroptimist organization.
Honorees are women who have worked in extraordinary ways to benefit women and girls.

b The Soroptimist Ruby Award

S For Women Helping Women

5

RUBY AWARD
HONOREE

Susan has worked in the field of sexual
assault response since the early 1990s,
when she trained as an advocate with the
Los Angeles Commission on Assaults
Against Women.

After moving to Southern Oregon and
discovering there was no Sexual Assault
Response Team (SART) in her county, she
worked for 5 years to create the non-
profit Jackson County Sexual Assault
Response Team (JCSART) and Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner program to
coordinate services and provide acute
care, free of charge, for sexual assault
Survivors.

SEA OAOOAA AO *#3! 24
Director until 2010, and currently

volunteers as the Agency Manager as well

as doing outreach and education for local
schools and community groups.

Former Oregon Attorney General Hardy

- UAOO EAO AAIIT AA "*#3
impressive effort of its kind in the entire 5
OOAOAho AT A EI ¢mpmh

Susan Moen tﬂe SART Award fo][ her cgn_tribution to
Region Ruby Award e
$1 500H0noree AEEI AOAI Al A xAU Ol |
’

Nominated by Sl of Ashland



The mission of Soroptimist is to improve the lives of women and gAls such, the Northwestern
Region annually presents a Fellowship Award to a woman who resides in Washington, Oregon,
Montana, Alaska or Northern ldaho, who is working towards a pgsaduate degree.

Kala K. French Lougheed
Region Fellowship Award
$4,000 Honoree
Nominated by S| Big Fork

FELLOWSHIP
AWARD
HONOREE

When entering the field of education,

Kala never imagined she would find her
calling working with the toughest

students in at-risk, alternative programs.

She transitioned to teaching after earning

a political science degree and realizing

that living campaign-to-campaign did not
mesh well with her desire to have a

family, and thus Kala earned a Master of

Arts and a Teaching Certificate.

Originally, her intent was to teach with

+Al EOPAT 180 )1 OAOT AC
program. Yet, a mentor encouraged her

O OAEAAE 10086 A PAC
Bridge Academy and four years later, she
remains one of its committed staff

members. Additionally, she teaches with
LASER, another alternative school district
program.

@am humbled to be recognized by
such an amazing organization, and will
do my very best to continue to serve
your courageous mission within my

profesdKalan. 0



MEDIA AND CONFERENCE CONTACTS

Interviews with speakers, honorees, and Soroptimist leaders are
available prior to the conference and during the conference. Please
contact us to schedule an interview day and time. Thank you!

@ Michelle A. Bart, Region Public Awareness Chair
Soroptimist International Northwestern Region
press@soroptimistnwr.org
(626) 644-3472

® Sue Riney, Governor
Soroptimist International Northwestern Region
riney@whidbey.net
(360) 675-3885

® Wanda Costi, Conference Chair
Soroptimist International Northwestern Region
wanda.costi@westin.com
(971) 563-4655

The 937 Region Confergnce
“All You Need is lsove”™
April 29 - May 1, 2011
Hilton Hotel ~ Vancouver, WA Allvn“
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